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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 0901 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PINS, ES 

SUBJECT: SITREP ON SUNDAY - CLARAMOUNT AND UNO DECIDE TO CONTINUE 
PROTEST 

REF: (A) SAN SALVADOR 0900, (B) SAN SALVADOR 0745 

1 . EARLY SATURDAY MORNING IT APPEARED (REFTEL A) THAT COL. 
CLARAMOUNT AND THE UNO OCCUPIERS OF SAN SALVADOR'S MAIN PLAZA 
HAD DACIDED TO GIVE UP THE SEIGE, AND IT ONLY REMAINED TO BE 
SEEN HOW PEACEFULLY THAT EXIT COULD BE EFFECTED. BY AFTER- 
NOON THAT DECISION, IF EVER MADE, HAD BEEN REVERSED. THE PRO- 
TESTORS, DOWN IN NUMBER TO THE CORE OF 2000 WILLING TO SLEEP ON 
THE COLD CONCRETE, REMAINED IN PLACE THROUGH THE NIGHT OF 
FEBRUARY 26-27. THEY HOPE TO MAINTAIN THE SEIGE THROUGH THE QUIET 
OF SUNDAY AND INTO THE NEW WEEK. 

2. THE EMBASSY WAS INFORMED OF THE PLAN TO KEEP GOING BY COL. 
CLARAMOUNT HIMSELF. HE CONTACTED THE DATT THROUGH AN INTERMEDIARY 
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LATE SATURDAY AND SAID HE WANTED TO MEET. DATT AND POLOFF 
SPOKE WITH HIM FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR SATURDAY EVENING. HE 
ARRIVED WITH A LAWYER WHO APPEARS TO BE HIS PRINCIPAL POLITICAL 
ADVISOR. DR. ULISES FLORES (WHO EARLIER ACCOMPANIED HIM TO PRESENT 
A MEMORANDUM TO THE AMBASSADOR ON FEBRUARY 14 (REFTEL B). COL. 
CLARAMOUNT BEGAN BY EXPLAINING THAT THE EMISSARIES HE HAD SENT 
THE PREVIOUS EVENING (REFTEL A) HAD "EXCEDED THEIR INSTRUCTIONS" 
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WHEN THEY SAID CLARAMOUNT WAS OFFERING THE GOVERNMENT A QUID PRO 
QUO, A PROMISE TO LEAVE THE PLAZA AT NOON SATURDAY IN RETURN 
FOR A PROMISE OF NO FORCE IN DISLODGING THEM. CLARAMOUNT SAID 
HE HAD SENT RAMIREZ RAUDA AND ALBERGUE "TO INFORM" THE 
EMBASSY OF THE INFORMATION HE HAD THAT THE GOES WAS PLANNING TO 
SEND THE GUARDIA AGAINST THE PROTESTORS. HE WANTED TO CONVEY 
HIS FEAR THAT THIS WOULD RESULT IN DEATH AND VIOLENCE AND DIS- 
ASSOCIATE HIMSELF FROM RESPONSIBILITY. CLARAMOUNT 
INSISTED THAT HE HAD NOT REPEAT NOT TOLD THE INTERMEDIARIES TO 
PROMISE THAT UNO WOULD ABANDON ITS OCCUPATION THE FOLLOW- 
ING DAY. HE CLAIMED THAT HE HAD MADE NO SUCH DECISION. 

3. THE EMBASSY OFFICERS METRICULOUSLY DESCRIBED THEIR 
ACTIONS AND WORDS OF THE PREVIOUS EVENING. THE POLOFF SAID 
THAT RAMIREZ RAUDA AND ALBERGUE WERE EXPLICIT AND CLEAR IN DEL- 
IVERING THE MESSAGE THEY SAID WAS FROM CLARAMOUNT. HE SAID THE 
EMBASSY HAD ACTED OUT OF CONCERN FOR THE LIVES OF THOSE INVOLVED, 
NOT AS A PARTICIPANT IN NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. 

WHEN CLARAMOUNT AND FLORES SAID THAT THEY WERE INFORMED THAT 
THE PRESIDENT HAD NOT BEEN REACHED. BUT ONLY THE MINDEF AND 
ROMERO, "WHO HOLDS NO POSITION IN THIS GOVERNMENT", HE WAS 

TOLD THAT SINCE SAVING LIVES WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE EMBASSY'S 
ACTIONS, WE CONTACTED THOSE WHO WERE AVAILABLE AND WERE KNOWN 
TO BE INVOLVED, RATHER THAN A SPECIFIC PERSON. HE WAS REMINDED 
THAT THESE EVENTS OCCURRED AT TWO AM, AND THAT THE PRES- 
IDENT WAS ASLEEP AND NOT TO BE DISTURBED. 

4. BOTH CLARAMOUNT AND FLORES INSISTED THAT THEY HAD NO COM- 
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PLAINTS ABOUT THE EMBASSY OFFERS' REACTIONS, THAT, ON THE CON- 
TRARY, THEY GREATLY APPRECIATED THE EFFORT TO AVOID BLOODSHED. 
CLARAMOUNT SAID THAT THE MISTAKE HAD BEEN HIS, THAT HE HAD 
SENT THE WRONG EMMISARIES WHO WERE "TOO TIMID" IN THE FACE 
OF DANGER. CLARAMOUNT AND FLORES SAID THEY WERE DETERMINED TO 
CONTINUE THE OCCUPATION OF THE PLAZA. THEY CLAIMED THAT THEIR 
CALCULATIONS SHOW THAT SOME 300,000 PERSONS HAVE NOW PARTICI- 
PATED IN THIS "OUTBURST OF POPULAR REPUDIATION OF THE FRUAD- 
T IT .ENT ELECTIONS". THEY BELIEVE TIME AND MOMENTUM IS ON THEIR 
SIDE. 

5. COMMENT: CLARAMOUNT IS OBVIOUSLY EXTREMELY WEARY, CERTAIN- 
LY PHYSICALLY AND PERHAPS MENTALLY. HE CLAIMED TO HAVE HAD 
NO SLEEP IN SEVENTY-TWO HOURS. HE LOOKED IT, AND SOUNDED IT. 

THE CONFUSION OF THE EMMISARIES AND WHAT ORDERS THEY WERE GIVEN 
POINTS UP WHAT APPEARS TO BE HAPPENING TO THE UNO LEADERSHIP. 
RAMIREZ RAUDA AND ALBERGUE ARE OLD LEADERS OF THE PDC. ULISES 
FLORES IS A BRILLIANT BEHIND THE SCENES POLITICAL ADVISOR 
OF NO KNOWN POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION. WHEREAS DURING 
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THE CAMPAIGN, POLITICAL SPEECH MAKING AND OTHER CIVILIAN 
PURSUITS, CLARAMOUNT WAS STAGE-MANAGED BY THE POLITICAL PROS 
OF THE PDC, THE CORONAL FEELS HIMSELF MORE IN HIS ELEMENT 
WITH THE PRESENT SITUATION, A BELEAGUERED MILITARY COMMANDER 
ISSUING ORDERS TO SUBORDINATES, IN THE FACE OF A POSSIBLE 
ENEMY ATTACK. THE CIVILIAN ADVISORS ARE NOW IN THE BACKGROUND, 

AND CORONEL CLARAMOUNT IS THE SUPREME MILITARY COMMANDER. 

HE REPEATEDLY SALTED HIS CONVERSATION WITH THE DATT AND POLOFF 
WITH MILITARY SLOGANS, AND COMMAND SAYINGS OF THE "WHEN THE GOING 
GETS TOUGH, THE TOUGH GET GOING" VARIETY. 

6. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT WHAT APPEARS TO BE HIS PRESENT RES- 
OLUTION TO CONTIUE THE PEACEFUL PROTEST DOESN'T MAKE MORE SENSE 
THAN WHAT APPEARED TO BE THE SURRENDER OF THE PREVIOUS EVENING. 

AS REFTEL REPORTED, THE MOMENTUM SEEMED TO BE RUNNING IN CLARAMOUNT’S 
FAVOR LATE FRIDAY. BY SITTING TIGHT, HE IS FORCING THE DECISION 
AS TO WHAT TO DO BACK ON THE GOVERNMENT. THE GOES WILL HAVE TO 
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WEIGH THE RISK OF VIOLENCE AND POSSIBLE DEATH RESULTING FROM SEND- 
ING THE TROOPS IN, WITH THE EMBARRASSMENT CAUSED BY THE DISRUPT- 
ION CAUSED BY THE OCCUPATION AND GROWING NUMBERS OF PEOPLE 
IN EACH NIGHT S DEMONSTRATION. 

LOZANO 
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